
Elsie Stone  18/02/1927 – 15/02/2021 

Memories from Wagtails members 

 

I met Elsie 2006 and was so glad to have her spirit and friendship. 

Elsie and husband Des kindly took me on the Balmoral steamship trip to see the fleet in Southampton 

water a lovely memory and a welcome breath of fresh air. 

Her positivity helped me greatly as I struggled with on-going health problems, she helped me set new goals 

and adapt to my different reality. She looked forward with a zest for life always embracing new 

challenges. 

Will miss her.  

Helen B 

 

We were all very fond of Elsie, having got to know her through both weekly swim sessions and the galas. 

Robbie was just 7 years old when he first joined Wagtails, and Elsie was kind and encouraging from the 

outset.  Hopefully, she will continue to swim many more lengths of the pool in heaven!  

Robbie, David and Chris F 

 

I was very sad to hear of Elsie's death, she was such a remarkable woman and had such a wonderful spirit, 

managing to keep swimming for such a long time and also helping in setting up Wagtails.  I can't thank her 

enough as I surely benefitted from being able to swim there, she will be sadly missed! 

Joan P 

 

Amazing at what she accomplished with her swimming and she has certainly left a legacy in place.  

Jacqui S  

 

Elsie was an inspiration to many of us and to many people in other swimming clubs for people with 

disabilities around the country. She kept swimming as long as possible and competed in galas until she was 

89 !! 

Julian W 



Elsie was such a character and a good friend.  To have continued to swim at the pool and in Galas for so 

long showed her inner strength and the importance of swimming in her life.  She was a great friend to so 

many of us and will be remembered with fondness and love.  

Alexandra T    

 

She was an inspiration – end of an era. 

Diane D 

 

Thank you for letting us know about the very sad passing of our lovely Elsie – an amazing lady.   

Jean & Lisa 

 

Thank you for letting me know the sad news of Elsie passing. She really was a remarkable person. I enjoyed 

helping her swim, just making sure that she didn’t get mowed down in the lane by the faster more powerful 

swimmers, she was so small it was difficult to see her sometimes, just this blue hat bobbing along slowly 

and steadily and sometimes meandering across the lane into the path of others sharing the lane. It was a 

privilege to have known her. 

Liz P 

 

Sad news indeed. Elsie was always a joy to see and as you say an inspiration to all.  Wagtails and our part 

of the swimming world will really miss her, she leaves a big hole in our lives. 

Irene (Plymouth Pisces Swimming Club) 

 

Elsie was very popular on the Gala circuit, making a lot of friends there and thoroughly enjoying taking 

part.  She was also for a while involved in their organisation.  The International Gala in 2007 was a fantastic 

achievement for the Elsie and the Wagtails.   

Liz B 


